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PRODUCING PODCASTS

Why Podcasts?
� Making academic work accessible

� Promoting audio-production as a serious way of publishing material

� High standard production rather than Do-it-yourself

BFE PODCAST PROJECT

3 Podcast  Types:
� A) BFE Regular Podcast Series

� B) BFE Special Edition Podcasts (Call for Podcasts)

� C) BFE Student Podcasts

Team:

Lea Hagmann (SRF radio journalist, BFE Outreach Officer, project lead)

Matt Dicken (former BFE Student Liaison Officer, recording specialist)

Thomas Graves (BFE Podcast Manager)

Lucy Duran (external advisor, BBC journalist, professor at SOAS)



3 PODCAST TYPES

A) BFE Regular Podcast Series
� 10 min podcasts on any ethnomusicological topic

� Based on the BFE Podcast Guidelines

� One of the following formats:
� 1) Sequenced programme

� 2) Interview

� 3) On location feature

3 PODCAST TYPES

B) BFE Special Edition Podcasts
� 10 min podcasts on a specific ethnomusicological topic, chosen by the 

podcast team

� Call for podcasts: 
� 1#Careers Beyond Academia / 2#Academia and Caring Responsibilities

� Based on the BFE Podcast Guidelines

� One of the following formats:
� 1) Sequenced programme

� 2) Interview

� 3) On location feature



3 PODCAST TYPES

C) BFE Student Podcasts
� Podcasts on any ethnomusicological topic

� Based on the BFE Podcast Guidelines

� Any format is possible

3 DIFFERENT FORMATS

1) Sequenced Programme
� 1-presenter on a specific topic: musical genre, instrument, musician, 

musical phenomenon etc.

� Length: 10 min

� Script alternates
� text (ca. 60% = 6 min)

� music / sounds (ca. 40% = 4 min), max. duration 30 sec

� Based on a podcast script 



3 DIFFERENT FORMATS

2) Interviews
� You conduct an interview with one or more expert/s on your topic. 

� This interview needs to be edited. 

� Shorten your interviewees' answers to their essence without changing 
the meaning of them.

� Turn taking is important.

� The maximal duration of your interviewees' answer should be 20-30 
seconds.

� Don’t interrupt interviewee with assertive noises, such as “mhm”.

� Play music in between the spoken parts.

3 DIFFERENT FORMATS

3) On location feature
� 1 presenter on a specific topic, including excerpts from interviews (e.g. 

experts, participants), soundscapes, atmosphere, musical excerpts, live-
recordings etc.

� Length: 10 min

� Script alternates
� Presenter’s text / interview excerpts (ca. 60% = 6 min)

� music / soundscapes /atmosphere  (ca. 40% = 4 min)

� Based on a podcast script 



LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH

� Podcasts in languages other than English are welcome. Please send us an 
e-mail: podcasts@bfe.org.uk

� Original quotes in languages other than English in interviews are very 
welcome. 

� Either you let the speakers speak in their language for some seconds, 
then take the volume down and let another speaker speak the 
translation on top of the original sound. In the end, pull the volume of 
the original sound up again, so that the quote ends in the original 
language.

� Or: you pre-translate a part of the interview, leave the interview quote 
in the original language, and post-translate the rest thereafter.

THE PODCAST SCRIPT

� Written scheme of podcast: text, music, sounds, interview excerpts etc.

� Write short, simple and concise sentences (avoid relative clauses)

� Use active language (active rather than passive verbs make your language 
vivid)

� Use the present tense whenever possible

� When reading your text slowly, you should need no more than max. 1 min 
before providing a music example, the voice of an interviewee or a sonic 
interruption

� Cite the sources for your background information at the end of your script

� Include the references to your audio sources in the script



THE PODCAST SCRIPT

Example: Student Podcast, Victoria Major, SOAS University of London, 2019

THE PODCAST SCRIPT

Example: Student Podcast, Patrick Staub, University of Bern, 2021



PERFORMING THE PODCAST SCRIPT

� Spoken slowly (approx. 150 words per minute)

� Natural breathing (don’t cut breaths when editing)

� Imagine your audience while recording

THE VISUAL PRESENTATION

Audio

Mini-biography with links

picture



LISTEN TO BFE PODCASTS

https://soundcloud.com/bfe-podcast-project

SUBMIT A BFE PODCAST

� 1) Send a podcast script including references to  podcasts@bfe.org.uk

� 2) You’ll be given feedback on your podcast script

� 3) Revise your podcast script and record it

� 4) The podcast team might have some additional feedback on your 
audio product and will add the BFE podcast jingle to your podcast

� 5) Send a picture and a mini-bio to the podcast team

� 6) The BFE uploads your podcast on SoundCloud and integrates it to 
the BFE website. Subsequently the BFE mailing list is informed about 
your audio-publication



PRODUCING PODCASTS

Any Questions?

We’re happy to help: podcasts@bfe.org.uk

Visit our website: https://bfe.org.uk/bfe-podcast-project


