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Music has been part of the intellectual and cultural life of Oxford for more than eight centuries. Today, some dozen professors, readers and lecturers form the academic staff in the Faculty of Music, all of whom have internationally distinguished reputations as musicologists, ethnomusicologists, performers or composers.  Their work is complemented by that of many College Fellows and Lecturers, bringing the total staff number up to about 30.

Type of Programmes
Undergraduate:

BA (Hons.) in Music

Graduate:

MSt, MPhil, MLitt, DPhil, DMus

Description of Individual Modules

Ethnomusicology at Oxford:

The undergraduate course at Oxford introduces students to the key theoretical and methodological propositions of ethnomusicology.  Ethnomusicology is understood in the context of this course as the ethnographic study of music, embracing a broad field of knowledge including the anthropology, sociology and cultural study of music.  Ethnography has, historically, depended on fieldwork and on a conception of music understood as a social and cultural process.  The courses on offer explore the ethnographic traditions of musical study, serving to introduce students to its basic premises and methods, and various critiques.  First year students are obliged to take ‘The Social and Cultural Study of Music’, with a strong ethnomusicology component. Second and third year students may offer a variety of ethnomusicology courses for their Final examinations, whether of a general methodological nature examined by portfolio (for ‘list B’), or specialized areas defined by topic or region (‘Music and Islam’, Africa, Indonesia, etc.). Many students also write a dissertation on an ethnomusicological topic. 

At graduate level these theories are developed further with more emphasis on an individual or collaborative fieldwork-based projects. In the MSt and MPhil, students take a selection of graduate seminars in which they are examined at the end of their first years, one of which is The Social and Cultural Study of music. Dissertations may be on an ethnomusicological topic, supervised by an individual faculty member; dissertations are submitted after one year in the case of the MSt, In the MPhil, a more extensive dissertation is offered after two years. DPhil students receive a broad research training through faculty and divisional courses, working on individual projects supervised by faculty over a three year period. 

The Faculty of Music has one of the largest and liveliest communities of undergraduate and graduate students in the United Kingdom. Students have the benefit of a team of international experts to supervise their research, access to outstanding libraries, and the stimulus of a committed group of like-minded students and scholars in many subject areas. The University, the colleges and the city of Oxford provide a lively and diverse musical, academic and cultural atmosphere. 

Performance

The faculty offers performance and composition workshops, and many students play an active part in the life of college chapels, as either choral or organ scholars. The faculty building includes practice rooms for solo, chamber, orchestral and Indonesian gamelan work; there is an electronic music and recording studio; and the library holdings of scores, recordings, books and other research materials are probably the most extensive in the UK.

The Faculty encourages student involvement in practical music (vocal and instrumental) and there are countless opportunities for this at all levels. The orchestras, choirs and small ensembles managed by the Oxford University Music Society are complemented by college music societies and other University groups. Concert venues range from small chamber recital halls and college chapels to the historic Holywell Music Room and the Sheldonian Theatre. Concerts of non-western music (Javanese, Middle Eastern, South Asian) have been regularly held in all of these venues. The Faculty and many Colleges provide financial support for student performance. The Faculty does so through its Performance Committee, which works closely with the student-run Performance Council. Many public concerts and recitals in which music students appear are subsidised or managed and advertised by the Faculty. 

The Faculty promotes a rich programme of events designed to stimulate and support performance within the curriculum. The Faculty's own professional performers are available to offer guidance and there are close links with professional groups and institutions. The Oxford Philomusica, Orchestra in Residence at the University, offers regular masterclasses with visiting international musicians, as well as an instrumental apprenticeship scheme. In addition, the Allegri String Quartet, String Quartet in Residence, provides chamber music coaching for our students, and there are regular master classes from early-music groups such as The Band of Instruments and the viol consort Phantasm. Contact with well-known personalities from the world of opera and theatre is frequent. Recent workshops and residencies have included Palestinian oud player Issa Boulos, and the Oxford Gamelan practices in the Faculty, offering instruction to students and performing all over the city. The Faculty's own dedicated contemporary-music ensemble, Ensemble ISIS, consists of current students. It combines workshops for the Faculty's student composers with exciting performance opportunities both in the UK and abroad.

Visiting academics, including many ethnomusicologists, speak at the Tuesday graduate seminar in the Dennis Arnold Hall (5.15-6.45), and at the Ethnomusicology seminar in St. John’s College (currently Thursdays 5-7, about twice a term). 


Special Resources

The world-famous Bate Collection of Musical Instruments is also housed at the faculty, and many of these historical instruments are available for use by students; many are non-western instruments, though the bulk of the collection’s holdings are historical instruments from the western tradition. The Bate Collection also owns the Javanese gamelan Kyai Madu Laras, housed in the faculty, and regularly used by students and Oxford Gamelan. 

Staff

Ethnomusicology in Oxford is led by Dr. Martin Stokes, MA, DPhil (Oxon).  Martin is a specialist in the musics of the contemporary Middle East, circum-Mediterranean and North West Europe. He received his DPhil from Oxford in 1989, was Lecturer in Ethnomusicology at the Queen's University of Belfast from 1989-97, and was appointed Associate Professor at the University of Chicago in 1997.  He has been teaching ethnomusicology and the anthropology of music at Oxford since 2007. His recent work has explored issues of space, place, movement, nationalism, globalization, ethnicity, race and identity, sentiment, emotion and violence. 

Contact: martin.stokes@music.ox.ac.uk
Anna Stirr, PhD (Columbia) is a specialist in the musics of South Asia, particularly Nepal and the Himalayan region.  She has previously taught at Kathmandu University, Columbia University, and the New School for Social

Research, and is currently the Mellon Early Career Development Fellow at

Oxford.  Her interests include migration and circulation, theories of exchange, gender and sexuality, marginality, nationalism, music and social movements, and music and language.

Contact: anna.stirr@music.ox.ac.uk 
Other faculty members at Oxford, in Music and elsewhere in the University, have research and teaching interests which intersect extensively with ethnomusicology. 

Financial Support
The university and its colleges offer a wide range of scholarships, available to both undergraduate and graduate students.  For more information regarding financial support, see http://www.ox.ac.uk
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