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The conference Beyond Borders: World-Music-Pedagogy – Music Pedagogy and Ethnomusicology in Discourse took place at Rostock University of Music and Drama (Hochschule für Musik und Theater Rostock) from 11th to 13th November 2011. Organised by Jr. Professor Barbara Alge and Professor Oliver Krämer, the event set out to provide an important space for debate, exchange and reflection on timely and pertinent issues in the realm of contemporary music pedagogy by bringing together prominent scholars in the fields of ethnomusicology and music pedagogy. The conference aimed in particular at exploring and developing new ways of conceptualising and practicing a culturally sensitive music education in an increasingly ‘multicultural’ society.
Indeed, this theme was opened up through a thought-provoking keynote lecture given by Professor Patricia Campbell (University of Washington, Seattle) entitled World Music Pedagogy on the evening of Friday 11th. Here, the American music pedagogy specialist emphasised the political and ethical implications of music education and presented her model of a music teaching-training course which sought to equip music teachers of the twenty-first century with pedagogical methods and materials required for teaching in today’s diverse and globalised society. By emphasising the significance of musical practice (performing and listening), she proposed a “deep musical-cultural pedagogical experience” which promotes intercultural respect and exchange. The remainder of the conference consisted of extended presentations by invited speakers and respondents of mainly a German-speaking academic community whose research foci spanned the fields of ethnomusicology and music pedagogy.
On the morning of Saturday 12th Professor Max Peter Baumann (Bamberg) advocated a “transversal listening” which would promote a practice of intersubjectivity and transcultural sensibility. His presentation was complemented by Professor Oliver Krämer’s (Rostock) response, which suggested ways in which such a practice of listening might be achieved. Professor Dorothea Barth (Berlin) then considered the classroom as a vital space for the formation of social identities and thus highlighted the importance for creating a pedagogical method that would allow for pupils to explore their own identity. The response by Professor Raimund Vogels (Hanover/Hildesheim) argued that such a model could not be realised in an education system that was still heavily ‘Eurocentric’ and posited a more critical “cultural-anthropological interpretive music pedagogy”.
In the afternoon, Dr Simone Krüger (Liverpool) drew on her extensive research on ethnomusicology teaching in higher education in the UK and Germany to highlight the persisting challenges faced by teachers in overcoming students’ values and expectations of musical ‘authenticity’ and ‘exoticism’. In response, Professor Irmgard Merkt (Dortmund) suggested practical ways of overcoming such problematic ideologies in the classroom. Professor Magnus Gaul (Rostock) then discussed the importance of musical education in overcoming social challenges in the “kaleidoscope of cultures” in present-day Germany, issues that were developed through Professor Barbara Alge’s response. Finally that day, Professor Britta Sweers (Berne) offered a critique of an ethnomusicological canon of musical cultures created through music education, a discussion that was continued by her respondent Dr Alexander Cvetko (Siegen). The day was rounded off by a concert Kaleidoskopnacht consisting of musical performances by students of the host institution.
The final day of the conference began with two parallel sessions. In one Professor Bernd Clausen (Würzburg) offered a wider historical and critical context for the issue of diversity in musical education, whilst in the other Dr Isolde Malmberg (Vienna) suggested practical examples of how culturally sensitive approaches could be introduced into the classroom. This was followed by a workshop session in which all conference participants were arranged in groups to discuss, produce and present potential new music curricula for different levels of musical education in Germany. To conclude the event, conference participants then engaged in open discussion to further explore and round-up particular issues raised over the last two days.
Beyond Borders: World-Music-Pedagogy set out to address pressing issues in contemporary music education. Bringing together leading scholars in the fields of ethnomusicology and music pedagogy, and drawing an audience of international academics as well as music teachers and students from Germany, the event created a vital space for the exchange of diverse perspectives and experiences and the forging of new dialogues across professional and disciplinary boundaries. The success of the event was very much indebted to the academic expertise and hard work of the organisers Jr. Professor Barbara Alge and Professor Oliver Krämer, as well as their student helpers.
For more information on the conference or the upcoming publication, please email Barbara.Alge@hmt-rostock.de
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